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REPAINABILITY OF COLUNSL MATTH'W BAIRD, USAF
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1. Officer was called t5 duty for three (3) years effective
26 Decesber 1950 under rublic Law 381. This made his release date
25 Decembar 19¢3,

2. Hq. UAF later discovered (a) that there was no legal
authorlty in Publie Law 3f1 to call officers to duty Tor three (3!
years (b) that they were actually called to duty under Public .aw
599 whieh authorized their restention for twenty-one {21) months.
This mede Colonel Badrd's release date 25 September 1952,

3. Ufficers atfected by 2 (above) were offered the option
of signing & "voluntary-indefinite" category statement, under which
they would be retalned on active duty indefinitely under Public Law
361. GColonel Baird signed such a category in lecember 1951,

L. The Armed Forces Heserve Act of 1952 rave svery reserve
officer the optior of accepting or declining an indefinite appo b
vent (comndgsion) in lieu of the five-ywar appoinisents wiich had
heretofore been the rule. officers who declined an indefinite -
pointment were to be separated by 31 March 1953. Calonel Bairc
et this time wanted to get off active duty, but was willing to
terminate his comuission in the UBAY reserve. Ue belleved that an
indefinite fppointment would keep him on active duty indefinitely,
although the status of such aprointments had no affect upon the
duration of active duty contracts which were in force., In his
case, his "voluntary-indefinite" service contract, sizned in 1951,
would eontimue in force il he accepted an indefinite W.
At this time Colonael Baird was shown hig written soceptange of o
*voluntary~indefinite” active duty contract, as it then aspearsd
in his personnel file in 1007th Air Intellicence Jsrvice Oroup.

5. Colonael Eaird deecidec to decline an inderinite appoint-
ment, and signed a paper to that effect. liis release dag thus
Bocans 31 March 1953.

6. Before separ:tion action could be initiated, Colonel
Baird reversed Lis decision and secepted an indefinite rbaent

7o At the same time, mzwsa&%é&a relaase YERYS N

active duty on the grounds that he was not servin: under a
*voluntary-indefinite® active duty. coptract. iis written accen
ance (memtioned in par L abowe) ofild net be found, eiiie
Air Intelligence Service Group Lilk, in o, Cosum® sy files, ar
in Hg. USAF files. Disappearange b® s e is sti11l vnexplsined,
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There are two possibilities: eitner the papurs were lost by the
Military Persormel Division and by Hq. Comrand UBAF,; or they were
withdrawn by an undeterwilned person or persons., In the absence
af any conclusive evliderce, the former explanztion - loss - must
be accepled,

. Colonel bBaird's release date thus reverted to 25 Septenber
1952, under fublic Law 599 (ses par 2 above), ILrmediate steps,
physical exanination, etc. were initiated to eifect lmuediate sepa-
ration,

9« Jther than immediate separation, there are two altern:stives:
(a) sxeeution of a "voluntary-indefinite' active duty contract, which
would keen Colonel Baird on duty indefinitely, subject to any poliey
changes by Hq. USAF, or (b) voluntary extension of his 25 September
1952 release dale to 25 June 1953, which is the latest deadline au-
thorized by Hg. USAF message, AFPHP=1, A} 1408, 26 September 1052,

10. Pendin: acceptance of one of the preceding alternatives,
there is no legal basis for retaining Colonel Balrd on active duty,
notwithstanding the three (3) yesr period smecified in the orders
whieh brought him on extended active duty.
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